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NEWS

ifter our many ygara of looking for—
ward ta apaca flight, word of a awecesnful
laupching of an unmanned artificial satel-
lite comea as na surprise to amy SF resder.
The man im the atreet, mever having taken
fa before what wna going an in the 1GY
program, was madoubtedly mare ezecited.

Spotmik 1 gives us cause nal so mmch
for satiafaction ms for raliaef. Batamaa,
im Lthe last few wasted years, it haa often
ssemad as if nathiag was going to be dane
is otr Lims sbout dnterplazetary flight,
Such wark am wna dane so rockets went {mto
desd—ead military madels, and the growing
dnoger from mismsed alomic SRSy Nresent-
ed Lo ua the posnibility of am mnhabitable
warld, and wo mgans of ancaps.

¥ell, now a atart has becn mnde, nnd
ad o¥en Lthe dalily preas has discavgred the

OFF THE GROUND
AT LAST

raca ta the Moen [a o0, Aad there im =mat
wach doubt that Lhe primitive apirit that
makes it a race la on the =y anmt, aso that
it wjll not be a abtruzgle far the planets,
but an arderly and civilised endeavour.

fut 1at us pot congrntolate ourselvaa
about this. We know it nl! alang, yeas. Wa
dida*t do much aboot it, theaugh. Fostarity
will net thusk un for dresaming, Ye have
snly aurselves ta hleme for rocketiry fall-
ing comnletely into palitical and military
bhands, and the comquast af space rems tning
sbolved long ensuzh for private entorprise
ta have reached the Mson, wotil the effart
of the IGY braught abast thia beginning.
Ya're lueky at Lhat: it might well have
been left amothor 88 years until the arig—
fnally acheduled Third Intarnational Polar
Year in 1082-3.
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NEW BOOKS

FALLEN STAR

by James Blish
(Faber & Fuber)

Hora we have the Lhird, or the firat, nov-

¢l by James Dlish sern in a Oritish edit=-
fan. {~Jack of Eagles”, m pot—bailer sbaut
paychic supernator] ahilitics based an juv-
anile pover—fantnsica, doesn't count.) "They
Shall Have Stara® and its compamnlon “Farih-
men, Come Hame®, were origimally short stor-
ien later hrou-hi togelheri “Fallen Star”
has boonm planned and exrcnted anm n whale,
Put this la mot by any meana the only dif-
ference from the two former books which Ia
importapt. Indeed, the diffsrences in Lhcome
are rather lotereating.

The two connrcteod books hawe their set-
tingas at variang folure timean, and maninly ab
other worlds — koosn and hypathetical —
and 1o ioterplanetary and interatellarspace
Frir enaugh. This ia quite typieal of mad-
arn acience fletion., NKow, in Lhe enrlydays
— |m the mayrnrinen af the 'twenties — the
center of juterest wan in the here nnd nav.
Only abheut ooe atary in threes bad anything
to say nhaat ather plansta ar apnce flight,
oven obliquely, nnd by far the sajority of
all mlorica teok place more ar lass inm the
present or the past. Nne of the thinogs that
haprened as SF developed wan that Lhe ca-
phasis changed to the futmre, and [m part-
iculpr the indefinite future shen varioma
technleal achicvementa had becoms  commOD-
pirnce -— and Lo setltings oo athar planeta.
Firat the known nlaneta vhorr cortsiom wore
or leus justifiable amsumtians sere made a-—
bout the environment, and thea te imizin-
ary planets of other syatems where the can=
ditions ¢onld he wvhatevsr the writer niahed.

This prnetice ia a denzerous ooe. 1]
the Fande of many sriters it led Lo parude-—
scientifie Tiction which, shile goad clonn
fun at ilm hest, lrd ns moshere. True, it
did snahlec mony fdeas to be dovelored vhich
could bardly be relerrntly introfuced into
o atory met on Earth or Vars. Twt thr con-
wantion that a resate future vhose sacict)
can be practically iemored, a planet of any
%ind in nny situation, and interstellar
flirht to get there, ean all hbe Laken for
gr=nted ra A atarting point, has hal som-
disastroga resnlts

In Nlish'a previous Cvo honks, he Aenlt
fairly with his matarial. The humsn side wre
belirvahle., The pletars of Jdu: ILer was com-
pletaly in mecar! uith the frcts e have and
vividly detniled. Yhere there sere develor-
mcnls we eannot expect from prosent data, §t
waa mrde clear thet they wsere at lcoat can-
alatent with what we knowi couirnl af pene-
itatiomn) force, 2and rejuvenolion, the teo

painis onm shich the necond book depeaded,
were justificd ma pomsibilities. Xow, o
npallen Star”, hs apnlies the same princip-
lsn. Pat thia time the wetting im am Earth,
though meinly of [ the bertem trrck, Ino the
year 1954, und there can have been few SF
atarios with mers fretuwal baekeround,

Thia book ia abeut an sxpedition ta the
Narih Fole, & privale project co-aneratfng
in the Enternational Gieaphysical Yenr. 1ts
abjectss a variety of resenrchea, especial-
Iy ncearograrhical. TNut to Lhe cxpedition’s
organimer (a larger—thna-1ife profeasicoal
explarer) the impartaot thing ia ths acean-
floor dredging after meteoriLes, which might
help confirm his theory that the asteroids
ara fragmentn of a destroyed planct. The cane
for the theary gels Lhe only coaplete nod
belierable nrrscolation seen yel in acience
fiction, nad this reviewer far eonc in sold
on Tlanet Four—and-a-Half,

[t'a in Lthe firat persen — mat flish's
usun]l choice, but handled very skillfully. A
selentific jouromalist commisnicned ta write
up the expeditien la the viewroint, and it's
bad luck that the expedition makes a scmdat-—
fapal, but completely unprintahlo, diacovery.

there is some brilliant atmospheric
writing, mystery snd suapenss that are tru-
Iy compelling, amnd the adventarers live sith
an unquaatiosnble reality. The hastility af
inAnimate patare to Moa is browght home ra-
moraelesaly in the notting of the lsast hab-
ltable region an BEarih, as foreign to wae am
apathor planet. Altogother, science ficlion
at ita heat.

DROTHER REAR

by fuy Richards
{Hichael Jomeph)

he jacket warns us Lhat this ia a Satir-
feal Navel. Tat you cam wipe that silly
grin off your face: this is ant fanny.

¥Yhal would happen #f one night a total-
1y uncrpocted invasion force slipped ia anmd
occupled lower Uanhattsan Tsland withaut fir=
Ing a shat or saking = tLhreatening zesture?
Bhat would the army do? That's rizht: oot
A thing. Net till the brass decided if nny-
thiog mars war roing Lta bhapien, wholLher tLhe
natlon wes at war and with whom, unil what ta
do about the mituation witheut obliterating
Kow York, shich after all sena still ronpfae
as umual.

The invadera' goverbment disosned them
am bandits shen informed...tut that dida't
jeduce Lhem to back dawn._.their leador act-
#d as be knew whit be was op Lo, hut what?
%¢l], me whnt he wantat aor shat ho'll take
La FO ANAY.

Yhat Lhe fienerel deen umnt in Dot act=
unlly umpredicetable, but it‘a surprising en-
augh. logical, Imt yuu dan't yuite sxpect
fozhe mprlied ta fotermntionnl heastility, In
thia houk you'll el some food far thousht,
& changr (rom the uamal menrotic apnroach.
¥all worth readipe.
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Ernneth Dulmer
Nertrnm Chandler

Uission One Nlwpndred -~
Siater Under the Skin -

Unde on Maras - E. R. Jamex
The Waleher on Sargnn 1V - Teter Hawkina
The tninhibited {part 2) - fan Vorgas

Tawer im the Sky {article) - Kennoth Jokna

NEW WORLOS %No. 84 - Qctaber 19497

The UYcpnce from Earth — Rabert A. lleinlein
A NSuddan Darknean - D, M. Tarks

Sepue of Sander - MNortram Clandler

ltnte im One = lan Wright

The Lninhibhited — conclasian

The Sealar ttmasphere {articla) = X. Johns

SC1ENCE FANTASY No. 25

Renson for living = Ecpnelh Pulmer
Aom 1o ¥Win Pricrodes - HNerirne Chapdler
Selid feat - John Kippasx
Straight from the Horsc's Month

== Jehn Bolaepd
Mored ta Deaih - Jabn Nrody
Comcback - Raberi Preanlie
Hidden Yalent -~ HRobart Silverbery

1937 WORLD CONYENTION

It wsna boped Lo preseni a repari anm Lhe
Coavention inm this jasge, but not ensugh in-
formaticn has come La linnd, We can may that
over 250 attended {including some 80 imerie-
ans mod = pumher aof Continental delegatean);
Jobn W, Campbel]l was Gueat af Honor, and the
event ¢atie nlmawl on Lhe Ltwentieth snnivera-
ary of his editorship.

THE DEFP RANGE

by Arthur C. Clarke
(Fredariek Mallor) 0

au does Clarke do iL? Nere ia atill an-

other mnovel with defects that would kill
it in the hande of any ather aan. It has
almost na plat, and whit plat ther- is in
wat rich in incident: & cashiored spatemnn
ia retrsined to be n sulmnrine sarden, hnas
n bod rolapse, hools a giont squid, rlass
io the rnnkse, hunta a2 sea gerpent, wmakes o
drumatic reacno, defrnda his service doring
s political crisis, neea hin san leave far
apnes, These imcideats are conoeetod only
by the thiunersl of Lhreads, pluoa the fnet
Lhat the anmc oam Ia head actaor io sach. The
rearder ean't sven he sure of that far mhaut
the firat guartsr af the novel, becawse the
nalqor [lips the point of vies hack and
forth amang n humher of ather charieters
like the veriesL tyro.

igd yrt  aomehow
fL. llis wnhurriahte

Clarke Petn awny with
Jourmalintic prose re-

ports everyihing with the circomatantinlity
af real eventa. Iliapeople have the atiffeat
art af upper lipa aince fl. fi, Wella, and yet
shen they do feol ewmationma Lhe emotions mrs
genuine and about @atilors of human lmpoartance.
Amnd the eslar Ls gorgrous =— Clarke bna made
the underaea sorld his awn, and everything
in it im vividly aet before thr reader.

Thr anly comparmble atories nre the tun
abhort novels about thr Sshmarioe I'redocts
Corpsrntian hy Narman L. Enight ("Frenotier
of the Unknown* npd “Criails in Utepla=),
»hich shoeed not anly the sabjact tut abaut
thr gams aet of both virtoes and defecta, On
balanco I think Clarke coaca aflf belier —
his work is both s litlle more vivid, and a
goad den] morer deeply fell Lthan Knipght'a.

Ty the books yon will not be basled ao-

ver by it, bulL | thiok yow'll find it vory
solid amil satialying.
* Reviewed by Jumeas flish. From ce

Fiction Times (USA) by tourieay o
Jamos ¥, Taoraai.



on the

SCREEN

Tlu highast price that | have aver heard
of far a acientifila proparty — 8105,000
from MGH — has gone to ald time acientific-
tioniat Christopher Samwel Yaud, now better
known as Jobhn Chrilatapher, for h““
origionally "Ths Death af Grass™. And

ta %giak how | uasd Lo hate Lo mov lawms an

a kidi ! often winhed every blnde of grnaa
wauld drop dead. At 504 & lawn, 30 years
later 1 atil]l wauildn't be approaching Lhat

approximately 40,000 pounda {thsagh the
cusulated grams cut might have weighed
muchl)

aLc—
that

Raving paid so wach for the
we helipve MOM will
duclien of it.

original,
make a firat class pre-

Prodnch at s coat of S$200,000, Curae af

Frankensiein bs breaking bucka - offica
records, and a §l-millicn groas is predictled
= deapite cool reception hy SF fans am  ma
tmprevement an Boris Karleff's veraios made
a nuarter of a century agyo -— indeed, Dot a
pateh am it. In the mcantime the screen's

scen The fride, Som, and af
rnEl-ncln —= moncy—smberas nll — together
wit r_w:mluln Moetn the Wolf Mam and an
Abbot & Castells farcical encountrr with tha

sorld'a msontl famooa monater. And now word
comga that there's to ba & Fronkenalein'a

Castle, =nd, maybe, Frakenateln From Spacs.

Q om Eurtraan says ina latter ta Doily Var-
jetyt "1'm having laat FTednesda¥n Isiue
 ——

encased betwern tuwo sheeta of plate glrsa,

anrrounded by tranaparent plastic and welded

within & preasarised ateel cylinder. 1 want

oy children's c¢hildren to know that in 1937

a mobion pleture wan pamed ] ¥Was &

Rareuwnlf. Anziously avaiting the sequel ——

1 ¥as n .‘!Emm Drancula®s Dypughier

From Cuter Spage.” inylicus reader may ses

auch s titls ®S00BCF thap he Lthinks, copaid=-

ering sctaal plets are sfoat ta produce Com-

a of a apr ¥ ro, n

s Teenagy Worewslf in actuslly sci-
I !;.lﬁ.i-rleuonlal rathor than supermaturnl,
based on stientific, or paeudascientific, or
celloloid-scientifie theory. ind it'as al-
wont firat-rate, flaved hy n mad nmcientist
who ia tan mad. Lveryone and everything a-
roumd him ia rraliatic enocugh, but he pal-
lutea the picture like ham at a kosher ple-
mie.

There's a dintorhed Leenager vwho's &me
aftrn o bat seter he decan't know if he'as
a Iad or a lohstsr, and Finally he'a per—
sdaded te =etl paychialri¢ Lrestment from -—

yes, the mad doctar, The amnlyst has Lhe

SCTINCE FICTION NIws

theory that men's only salvation iz a re-
tura La the not-so-noble sawnge: be alips the
poor mixed-up puincs pig Lhe regression cure
and before lane he's bariog hisa fange.

rave Robhers from futer i%e- 1ia sctually
G dot too awful, aspecially If yavvse aoever

sesn 8 piclore befare and are under 13 years
of age. 1 maw this piciure a0 loug ago, that
nos 1'm getting around to reviewing it 1 wan
rather hoping | might wmercifully have for-
gotten all about it, | religiouely see o
film lsholled SP, amd someotimen feol that ]
am (n domsiss map was mennt to Isave alome g
bat {f momeone didn't da it, thisk of all the
cinemabominations yow and you amd yow would
auffer throuph,

There's a man around here mnamed Jerome
Kiog Criaselt, meclf-atyled Twentieth Century
"aeer” ar profit: parveyor af pablum pro-
phecien, idiotic ideclogies and msndlin myths
of erctinows enlibre. FPhoney as a feur pound
note, thig ismaculately groomed creature ia
more frightcning Lo me an TY Lhapm floris Eari-
off, Rela Ilngoai, Feter Lorre and the tuo
lon Chameya lumped togethor. WNaw thia Thing
From the Tels—Tuba Ia locss om fllm. M in-
troduées and parrates Gra Robbe ra From
M Space. Uerciful ahiivion hsa wiped
rom oy memory vhat hin mosmnge waa, but it
was prob-hly to Lhe offrct that "wueh thiogs
can bhe” or “shal you are about Lo aee fa a-—
bout Lo happen™, Mut enovgh proleg, and to
uncover the plot of this phoulisk ghonlaah of
deep afignificance.

The late Nela luenal stands graveside,

im a aceos from secame predenth picture. This
ia the extent of hia phonl appearmnce, the
reat of the time a douhle does hia work, cam-
ainting of comine sod poing (but never get-
ting anywhere) im the graveyard. Maila Xur-
mi (a wanp-wniated phenomenon kmawn chiofly
Lo Southern Califarnie videorlera) alao goes
far nocturnal ptralls samang tha tomhatones
undar Lhe pnme Yampira. Tor Johneoan alse
geta Inte the act, »od sa far the fila {2 =
roor man‘a Dracula. Suddenly it all goes
Sprce Tatrall A flying sauncsr (rented from
woolworth'a as Lhes prodmclion budget did nat
permit antright purchnae) lands nearby, and
a acanty—¢lad {ah, and a bra too) space miren
sith r=ygup pans out. TMut when the Chief of
the expedition wnth theen an Lhe theraen, 1
thought, ®S'fanny, I dida't know cChis wae s
fairy atory!™ AL that it wea » navelty, in-
atend of Lhe neun] whooshing melrors gutaide
in nirlean apace, to hrve Lthe awishing tah-
ine place ipnide.

The point of the plot ham something to
do with the invadera uaing zcabies ta force
the esarth people nat te blow up the planet.
If you enjoy grave pietures you'll dig thia
one.

'1' ha land l"‘"!i'? wea 8 prebintarie plat, and

menm that. O1d Mighty Mouth the hlabbor-
snurus dido't scare me n bit bocawse 1 canld
tell there was a mnn in that suit, The plea-
iomaurus wasn't wuth mare canvimcing. The
pterodactyl waa the anly one 1 liked, and he
coneranlly jetted by too Tamt to get s good
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look at him, shich waa perhaps for ths goed.
1 really hatsd thia pictore. Tig surprise,
thaogh —— two, im Facty firat, the blownup
iguapss ar shntever weren't from Oge Milliaon
B.L. footage} aecond, no hig volcama hlew up
ia Lthe end doing mwny with the whole masna,
Dammit, naw ]'ve depresaed myaelf. The dip-
mal thooght accars thnt the way 1a apen for
a sequel.

Al-rlcu'l eapital suffers from clawvstro-
phobin in The ﬂ”'t Claw. IL'u Roe mramnd
the Cloek as n M= ;lrg.‘:u avian from Opt-
er Space (where else?) Cfleaps all aver the
place. Jeoff Morrow defents Lhe macrobal,

Cyclnn- clopa alouy with ane eye (ha, 1
made = funny) on Lhe horror bax—offiea.
Laid im a remote, but not enough, area of
Hezlca, Lthim minor affering (and even minora
may abject) comcarma itmelf if mot the amd=
fence with & gal lacking far her flance. The
last world, jumior grade, Lhat is found haa
Motatjng Radiomctive Rays, no leas,
nn aceelersted growih rate inm the sarrousd-
ing amimal life. The miasing san hoe mata-
morphosed into m poor min's amszing colosasl
man, 0, Henry fimish; momstar not
marry heroinme,

doea

F;? !hll 1t Cama bhas Lhe aon of a decean-
#d chieftaln on a mot vary pacific isle
given Lhe deceasive trentment himaslf after
gettiog too friendly uith aome Americen do-
gooders who have come Lo give & wmedicative
hand to tslanders saffaring from radiation-
burns. ItL'a difficalt net to give a moaden
performnnce §f you return from the grave as
a mol vary animnted iree, @0 Lhe resulting
manster may be forgivea his pedestrian pace.
I won't revaal shother his hark ia worae than
hia bite, leavimg yon this thrill of discev—

ery.
D csadokylline wimits

the family -nn-c, shere Lthe kindly goard-
iam aims &t driviag her out of heor mind a0 he
can cush im an the estate 1efL by her snlam—
ented dad.

X In Freoce, Jules Vernc'n “Face nu Drap-

rou” han heen filmed an laxention of I'p-
atructian.

— FORREST J. ACKERMAN

Forrest wan intervieved an Leleviaion

rocently and had the apportunity of getting
the recard atreight on the wanal pointa for
Southern Californian viewers. Aakad, lnevit-
ably, what about flying scwcora® he suggeated
that "Most of Lb~ people who see flyilng sawe
ern are already in their ecupa. On the aorigin
af 5F, "The firat scleace fiction awthar —
a eavemnn wha earvad an the wall ap autlipe

af somglhing he called a wheel, or apun a
atory nbout a da-ft—youraslf fire kit."”

SPACE

TRAVEL
in faet and fietion’

by ARTHUR €, CLARKE

Th-r- are, il aeeus Lo me, Lva ohvions waym

of tackliog the subject which the title
of this paper ia a0 careful mot Ro specifly
taoc exmctly. The [irst might be called the
"Th.D. or Buat” method, It wonld invalve tLhe
roanding of somg hundreds af books and thous-—

ands of ahort atories, amd a profonged im-
carceration under Lhe doma of Lhe British
Muacum Readinz Roem. At Lthe end af s few

yuara' lahar the patient researcher wmight,
If atill maEe, be abls ta produce a compre-
hensive sarlysis of the interplanstary story
aloce lacinn of Samomata — little kaowing
whatl he'd atartod — first tried his band
al Lthis thems about 2.D. 180,

The
ndaptad,

ascand apprroach ia
IL rolies

the one 1 have
aimply on the fading
memories of n yomth which, in rotroapect,
spems to have becen largely misapsnt in the
parsuit and avid consumption of American SF
magazines, oam offensive uveeps throupgh my
frienda® libraries, and on freuent dipa in-
Lo Ltwo guile eseential bhooka — J.0.Tailey'as
"Pilgrias Throu+h Spacs and Time" and Mar-
Jary Nicolaon'a *“Voyagos Lo the Mean™ — my
debta to which I acknasledge borewith,

A1l 1 have attempted o da, Lherefore,
is ta pick aut those ideam and themes in the
inLterplanatary alary shich have atruck my

fancy or shich asecem to mo relevant ta aur
preesent conceptions of aatropantica. I have
also coancarmed mysrIf primsrily with Lhe

technical content of those talea: thelr 1it-
erary morilu, asuch pa Lhry ara, have natl
bern considered here. Thia marna that [ will
aay praciically pathiog sabout seme of the
ficsest of all f{ntoermlaneilary romamncea —
such as Stapledon's “last and Firat Men™, ar
fewin' "0ut af the Silent Planet”, vhich are
conceroed with aocial or nhilesophical rath=
er thnn technienl idenn, but I will deal
largcly with stories at a for lower literary
alratus, asuch ae Yerve's "From the Earth to
the Maon“,

The firet problem encauntered in thia
survey lm that af clagnification, LUy inter-
esl pow being mainly conterned with tech=
niguesy, | cauld noit ume the simple and ab—
vions hiatorical approach and diacuaw atarics
of space travel in their hiatorical seyuence.
Inatead, I bave divided Lthem into tvo main
graupa which for convenience may be lubelled
“mechanistic™ and "nan-eschaniatic™,

In mtaries of the firsat class, sime en-
gine or technical device, more ar lemn plnus-
ible according to Lhe acienmce aof the Lime,

* Froa I-hn

ary Socl.sv. ' m i

by c'an rteay o

Apternienet-
aciety,
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SPACE TRAYEL IX FPACT AND FICTIOK
{continued from p. 3)

1a wsed to bridge spree. The mccond claaa

cantaine all those stories in shich dreaos,
sapernatursl intervontion, paychic farces or
the like are invaked. This ineludes masl af
the vary earlieat worka, but the division
culn across apy historical usequence aince
some of thr beat stories aof our own eorm be-
lang Lo this cateyory.

SUPERRATURAL VOYAGES

It in somewhat curicus ibwt the firat
truly acicntific woon-veynge invoked super—
batural forcea. Thia wem the "Somniua® [ 1643)
writtea by 0o leas a mrn than Koplor, ta whom

Aatronomy and henes Astropnulics awe almoat
s much aa ta Nowton himself. To the modern

mind, Kepler preacnts something of a parndox.
The dincoverer of the lava governing Lhemot-
fen of planeta — and therefore aof apace=
whips — be waa botha aclentiat and o mysi-
fc. llin background may be judged by the
fact that hismother barely racaped exscutjan
for sorcary.

In the "Sommtum®, which waa not puh=
liahed until after hia doath, Keplor employed
demona Lo ¢arry his hers to the maon, but he
vas careful to make the point that as ane
leavas the Earth thz air betomes rarifisd and
breathing canonly be carried ant by “spongea
malstened and applied to the pontrils.” Even
scre mignificant is Kepler's remark thal as
Lthe vayage progreased it wauld na langer be
Becesanary to wse amy farce far propulalon.
Thua threo hupdred yenra sga, before the
dimcovary of the lax of gravitatian, Kepler
had foraeen twoaf the most important feant=
ures of mpace flight. liia dencription of the
Maan, based on Lhe sew knovindge revealed by
Lthe teleacope, wam alao as accurnte na ros—

aibla; though be assumed the existence of
ailr, wnter amd life. It ia iotorcating to
nota that Lthe *"Somniwm™ Influenced Hella,

sho mentions ita ldras in
the Mann™,

“The Firat Mem i(n

At the end of Kepler's bank, it ia re=
vealed that the sholeadventare in a dream —
an maonoying device whith ham boen usod all
tao ofien in imarinative litersturea. Equally
comman  §s Lhe idea Lhat in wowe tramce-1ike
atate one's mind, or evem omc'a bady, could
trevel ocross mpace ta other worlds, not lim-
ited, perbapa, by thr alacrahle speed  at
shich light is farced to craw]l alane. Thia
deovice wns umed in Stapledon's "Star Maker™
(1937}, lewia' ="Perclundra™ {(19¢4), and inm
Navid Lindesay's remariiable tut littlo-kpown
mark “A Voyape to Arcturws” (1020). And dea-
cending a few arders af wnpmitude In the lit=
erary scale, (1 wvas also rmployed by ldgnr
Rice Marroughs to Lranaport John Carter to
the bload-atafjued little rlnnet into whoas
nopulation he wam to make asuch serious ip-
reads. ("A Princcas of Uars™ - 1917)

Refare the age of acivnoce, there wns
good reaaon Lé emplay such paraphysieal mcans
of canveyance, beconoae they secmed na plans=
ible ns any ather in Limes whem an nir-borme

broomatliek would have eacited lems surprine
than a hulleon drifting seresa the aky. fin
the otker hnnd, shena =& modorn writer oaes
such methods iL muwatl nol be ibagined thal he
in toa 1asy to think of anythiog betier: he
mvy have pood reasaons for his choleco. There
i, ipdeed, liLtle alternative if onc wants
ta write s atory of couwmic mcope, yet an-
sumcs  that the weloeity aof light croeotl be
eitevded. Some of Lhe mant thoughttful of re-
contl authora — auweh an Jack Eilliamson,

in his movel "The Humanoida®™ {1951 — have
suggentled thatl Inthe lone rvo porely mechan-
ical malations to the prablem of apnce flight
uill be surerscied by raraphysical onea. Tlow
far onc im prepared Lo grant this possibil=
ity depends on onc's nsueszment of Rhinrc'a
work. L wlll tertaialy be an lromy of fote
If Lthe giant spaceshina of the next millenin
belong ta the childhoal of the Vniverse

if, alter all, Eepler has thre tmst lawrh.

USE OF NATURAL AGEXCIES

In the earlieat Li:ca, sriters sho wished
their atorica Lo bave acortnin plaosibdlity,
or sho did not apsrove of trnflickine with
sapernniorn] povers — hovwerer carefully ane
read the contract in much cases thrre nlenya
aeencd Lo he same unsuspected pemalty clause
— asuch writerm oaften used maturn]l agencien
la ragwey their torors to the moon, {1t waas,
of courac, almast nlwnys the Uoan, ¥e Lend
ta forget Lhnl the discavery that the other
planets were actually warlds, and nol more
polnts af light an Lhr celestial avhere, in
relatively recent. It wun not known, for ea-
ample, to Shekeaprare, althongh it had been
yuensed by mome of the Greeks.)

Xsturnl Forecen were {nveked in thie ear-
liest of all ataries of apace Lravel, the
mialendinrly titled "True Mistory™, writien
by lueinn af Xamasata nhaut AN, 100, In this
book the hevro's ship, ervising io Lthe daneser—
ous and unriplered region beyaboill the Fillera
af flercalen, wns cavght In a whiriwinl apd
depomiLed an the Woanm, It la true that na=-
body evrr has wuch <aod toasy of the woathor
raund Lhe Ty of fimecsy, bul this sunl have
heen n raiher romgher prnasase than usunl.

It is am astonishing fact Luat, thoaotgh
lucinan wrote two stories an Lhia theme (him
sreand, “lenroncalprua™, we ahall comr ncromn
later), oo one bathared to lwitate him for
1,500 yrars. Thoarh It la, 1 auprase, na
mure astnntahing than the fact thnt for even
lan~er men posnrssed ships  yel never aaileil
then wenlsards scross the Atlantie. Jerbaps
lucinn'n farast atary acnred them bach into
the Mrditerranran. At any rte, iL ==a  nAnl
uwotil after the death af Espler and the ap-
prarapRce of the "Samnlum™ that the firat
Engliah atary of a lunar trip appeared —
Rishop Godwin's "ian im the Manne™ {183A).
Godwin'a hero, MNomingo Gonsales, flow te
the Hoon on n Flimay rmft  taved hy traincd
Avans, finnanlos had no intention of travel-
ine La the Wooa, but accidenta will happen
even in Lthe beat clrelea, and when he made
an rarrgency Lakeoff Lo caenpe from brigands
be did nnt realise Lhat hig awans were Ip
Lthe babit of hibernating en  ocur antellite.

{Coatd. p. 8)



YORLD OF CHAKCE

by Philip K. Dick
(Science FPletian Rask Club)

bhim bonk im mn crowded wilh incident and

Adetaf! tLhat it fas difficolt ta describe.
Sel in a comples future world shose unfamil-
iar laws, ctuntoms and inatitotions nre part
af Lhe story an such as the fortunes af the
charnctars] with several concurreat sats of
ldoss boine developed simmlianecualyg with
mavage antirical extrapolation af zsome pres-
ent trends and satire an ercdality In gener-
al fitted smaolhly into the framswork of a
gripping, swspenseful novel.

Thia kind of cemplication ia {psvitably
compared in acicnce ficlion with jta ecxlrrac
and original expanent, A. E. wan Vapi. Pat
thie iz pot Lhe soms kitehen, thomeh Dick
likeviac usea the kitchen sink techminue. It
wos becauwse be didn't knaw nny beiter that
von Vogt wrale im everything Lthat came iote
hin head, whether it bhad anythinz to do with
the story or mat. Dick, a succennful short
atory writer writing his first navel, dosn
pomething diffeorenil. lle kecpa ap LEe pace hy
bringiog inte the plet a vumber of sub-plota
that contribute Lo the aituntion. Somr of
the mimor Jdetnils given sapace — tLhe reviv-
al in astrolory, good luock charms and se an,
far inatance — are little more than paddieg,
but they dn fit the hackpround.

Economically, this warld Ia a nighimare
af gigantic organisationa ("Hilla=) jin which
mosl people arc serfa, highiy or lowly plac-
ed., Tolitieally, what power the [lilla leavrc
ros~ihle ia concentrated in a dietntor vhose
rlection and dismiusal in completsly rmndom,
in a laltary that at irrermlar intervals el=-
syalen spmeons — a , arth — to the
poat of (Wizsmuter i,nr EE- syalem s

bnaed
on the randie giveawny nhow.)

An far na thr book has onr main charme-
ter, he ia Trd Nenteley, freed after yonrs
of tryine ta enceps thronph a  depression in
his Hill. e jalns the retinae af the Ouiz-
master, a henrty beer-and-sandwichea-for-
the-voters demagagus named Yerrich, at juat
the wrong timer for n new Juirmaster ia nl-
rendy mamed nnd he findas himaelf & vamsael of
an ox-dictator imatead,

The new Muirmsater, leon Cartwricht, la
the leader of a tult whome prophet  wvmninhod
tenkine far an alleged hahitable planet aut
heyond TPinto, nad othersiae a myatery. BBia
prohlen §a Lo aurvive, for there ia a safeo-
raart rg=inat oppression §n the system: one
@nn st n time fan ho chazen ta rveprescat all
citisens diasaviaficd with the reriuwe sz a
lemal ameamsin. Nenteloy finda himsnlf in-
volved sa & Verriek minian in a acheme tonb
use thr prectice, shich ia shere Lthe nclLion
really harinn,

Tootly sritien, canvineing hecause true
to iLta preminca, “¥World af Chance* ia out-
atonding aciecnce fiction, noc of the baat of
the SFI chaleen.

ECIENCE FICTION Niws

ACE BOOKS

The Ace Dauble books contimume. In their
atil] uninue back-Lo-back format the sorieas
prescotia a varied diet af acicace fiction, A
few af the pavnla have beco pretiy bad, bmt
gol alwnys in Lthe sxme fashlen, and for =
frackly popmlar venture the record ia good.

The reasgn why Ace <an torm owi = book
a wonth, moaat of thewm doahle volumen, with-
out losing the thread altogether and sliding
aff inta acmething like — well, shat has
haprened In all the other esses of a pockel-
baok publisber going to town on popular aci-
ence fiction — inm coamy. They have an editar
{Don Yollheim) who knows SF intimsately, The
general iotention of the serles is ripht.

lan *richt’'a ~¥%ho Speaks of Cangueat’”
from laat yenr'sa Kow Inrlgl is Leased with =
aelection of shorta Litled "The karth fn Tar-
i1™1 Hamilton's “The Plant Revolt™, the Goad
0ld Days st thelr maat oo-gaod; Lefoater's
iptereatiog “Things Peas Ny*, othrrs by van
Vagt, Eornbluth, ¥Welln and Nryee ¥Wnlton.

Erie Frank Russell's "Threr Lo Comguar~
from ﬁ%&!' an lovanion mavel In hia
awn LFR ion, comes with “Doomsday Lye™ hy
Rabert Macreo Williama, an odd snperbmman and
paraphyslical atory.

Tuo“&u aerinle, both collabor-
ationa, are "Guoner Cade®™ by Cyril Judd {i.e.
Kornhluth and Merrill), that iodecipharable
myatery that wvas the firat serial in the Brit-
fah edition in eleven yeara...=pd "Crigias in
2140* by Tiper and ¥WcGuire, which is a very
good secialopies] novel: iL rapas *Null-iBC*
if you remember, tellinr of a world mot tea
remote in wview of c¢urrent educatiomal trenda
— a complex Lechnolegy with s amall minority

of edocaled people to keep il going, & per-
secutod mioarity al the corey of the i1k1it-
srate massen vho thaoka to democracy ho ld

sll the suthority.

Jomen White*s "The Sccret Viaitors® la
hia “Tourial Flapet® from New iarl’:, and
with i1 ia an original, “Naater of Life and
Death™ by Robert Silverberg. The theme of
this La the poralation prablem already via—

ihle ahead of uwa with expanaian to the lin-
it of the foud smpnlv. Intersaline.

=ELarth Satcllitea and the Race for Spnee
Superiority", by G. Harry Stine {(sho in al-
20 lee Carrey) la an excallent papalar fact-
nal book rctesmonded to give in mnawerto all
thaas gueriea you'll be getting, deapitlsa the
pationalintic attitude reflected in Lthe sec-
ond Balf of the title. Outlinrs a probable
U.S. program an present {a few months  apo)
dota, without ton mmch beating about the bush
with theary: & book about matelliten, net
rockela and space [light In gonsral.

Julea Yerne's "O0ff om 2 Comet” iam the
ascond Verme movel Aec have presenled. Re-
vined with a madern aye (alwaya a good iden,
the Foglish veraions of YVarme being badly
out of date), this odd interplanctary yarn
reads well and Its reappesrsnce is welcoame,



SCIENCE FICTION NIW3S

SPACE TRAVEL IN FiACY AND FICTION
(continned from p, &)

Goassles' jourtey issted twelva days, and he
appoars to have bad no difficalty with re-
apiration am Lhe way. lMa did, bhowaver, mot
ica the disaprearance of weight, Lhaugh this
happemed when bhe waa atill gquito clomss 1o
Earth. Suech a viev of Lhe abort—-tnege nature
of gravity, ons might poiet out, la atill
quite comman even among edocated laymena to-
day.

The moat Ingenioua nag of patural forces
I thiak, that employed by Cyrano do
Bergarac in his “Yoyages La the Moon amd Sex”
{1856). Im the firat of his noversl inter—
placetary oxpeditions, the motive power was
provided by vinla of dew altached round his
wnist, for Cyrmmo vary legieally argued that
as the Sun sucked up the dew im Lhe mamming,
it would carry him mp with it. In other voy-
agen, Lo which wo will refer later, Cyramo
used mors acieatific mesna and, quite mg=
cidentally, made acme resarkably accurstie
predictiona.

The laat story which 1 shall mention im
thia growp {a Yearme's "Hector Servadac™{1877)
in shich & cowet grazea Lhe Farth, acoopa wp

plore Lhe camstl they coma acrosm bita of Lhao
Earth ascquired im the collislen, aome af
Lhem atil] ipbabited. s fragment af the Rock
af Gibraltar {a discavered, occupied by Lwe
taglishaen playing Chasn and, according to
Yarne, anawars of Lheir gredicamant, ] dowht
thin: iL secwy woch wore llkely Lthat they were
perfectly well aware Lthat thoy were on & com-
ot bult had come Lo a e£rucial paint ka Lhe
gama acd refused to be distracted by Lrivial-
ltiea.

SUBTLE DIGINES

So much for pure fancy. With the dawoi-—
opagnt of the acientific method im the L7th
and lHLh Centuriea, and the fuller under-
atanding of what interplanstary travel raal-
ly implied, authors weat to greatar and great-
er efforta ta give their atoriosn same basia
of plewnibility, and am a reaslt the firat
nrimitive spaceshipa begsa ta appear in tha
litermture. They were, naturmlly, mot mmch
like the shipas of Loday's fictian) bul wo had
batier ool he Loo sunarciliows, for some of
aur awn goncepillons may sesmalmodt s guaint
s cemtury or so from movw.

Hectar aad hin mervant, and takea ithem on a

trip araund Lthe Sclar Syatem,

Aa they ez~

{(ta be contiawed)

Books at

a Glance

4 VOYAGE FROM UTOPIA

by Johs Fruncis Bray
ed, M. F. Lloyd=Prichard
Front {portrnita)

Utapiss traveller's report
6n early 10th cantury En-
rape {(particulariy Pnglamd)
snd America. The Mannaras,
Customs and Conditigm of
the benighted mativas,

Bray, an sarly acelalist,
wrote Lhis about 1EB4),. 1t
bhas pot bean paublished be-
farn, and Lhe maasage in no
tonger revolutjicmary. Gaod
satire.

favrence & VWiskart 180 pp
MR. aDaM

by Pat Fruek

Panther Eka. (paper) 192 pp

1947 novel of all bat ome
mam aterilised by ntomic
aceident. Nis caraer aa
ths most imporiant msan a-
live, treated matirfcaliy.

Avoids the obvieus pitfalla
of the theme akilfully and
provides asmaing readimg.
flvmor al the expemse of pal-
iticians and brass hata.

MARY'S COUNTRY

by Harold Mead

MWicbael Joseph 288 pp

Yague evanlia in some im-
defimite eamntry, premmme-
ably ia the fatmre. Groump
of rulisg claan childronm
aurrive garm varfare, and
loft ta their own devices
display aadiatic orientat-
iom,

loceberant., Io aso far as it
makes amy senae st all, mont
implavaible. These things
Ara asmil to try ua.

TRUNDER iND ROSES

by Theodere Sturgeanm

Michael Jomeph B53 pp

Misleadingly advartined as
a novel, thia ta a colleci-
fon of efirht marelated
short stories: ='And My
Fear s Orqat®| "Bulkhaad”;
"The Nurkle ila a Happy
Beant) "Hewku's Jet=")
“MinariLy Report”| “Thander
and Roses"| “Tiny and tha
Manater~y "1 Way llome®,

Amw wneven acloction, not
all science ficlion. Worth
buying for the title stary
alone, and probably twe or
three othera.
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